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Some English-speaking friends of yours are coming to Madrid for a visit. You and two friends or family members / relatives decide to organize a few outings and things for them. Pick three and improvise your conversation with a time limit.

( A sight-seeing tour in Madrid – two or three days

· What tourist sights would you visit? 

· Which museums or art galleries, or other indoor places?

· What’s on? (cinema, concerts, theatre/theater, outdoor festivities or celebrations)

( Going on a day trip to a nearby town

( Taking them out for a meal

( Taking them out for a drink and some tapas

( Preparing a typical Spanish meal at home for them

( Going shopping for souvenirs and Spanish products


USEFUL LANGUAGE – notice the variety of language items. Find more!

Some English-speaking friends of mine…

I thought we could plan a few things for them

Where are they from?

How / When / Where did you meet?

Are you going to pick them up at the airport?

Where could we take them? Any ideas?

Would you/we be driving, or using public transport?

Are we going to drive there, or should we use public transport?

How can we get there? By train?

That’ll be faster, and cheaper.

It’s hard to park downtown/in the city center

I like that. / I like that idea. / Great idea. That’ll be fun! / That’s a good idea.

We could (do this and that)

If they like, we could…

Why don’t we (do this)? / Why don’t we take them to…?

How/What about (doING this)? / How about going on a day trip to…?

This is not typical, but I know a very special place… It’s in… It’s a…

There’s a demo/ an assembly / an action…

There’s a concert / an outdoor celebration / a play at…

They should (also) visit…

They MUST visit (this place)!  

They shouldn’t miss (going to Toledo / Goya’s paintings)

Do you think they’d enjoy (this place / doing this activity)?

Do you think they’ll like (Spanish ham / going to a bullfight)?

Do you think they’d like to visit / to go to / to try (food or drink)?

Do they like…?

Are they vegetarians or vegans? 

I know a great place. It’s a … It’s in… It’s near… / It’s nearby.

We won’t have so much time.

There won’t be enough time for all that.

We’ll be short of time for that, I think.

It’s very tiring. / That could be too tiring.

They/We’ll probably be very tired (by then).

After that we could…

Later on it would be good if we took a break. We could…

That’ll be exciting / interesting.

That could be amazing.

Isn’t that a bit expensive?

When is it open? / When does it close?

If we go there in the morning, then we could drop by Huertas and have lunch. There are a few great places for tapas!

I know a few great places for a quiet drink.

There’s a roof garden in Lavapies. It’s in a historic building. It’s a library nowadays. A perfect place for a quiet drink, and also for dinner!

How about showing them around a bit?

If we rent the garage for that weekend, we could have / hold / throw a party and teach them to dance sevillanas!

If they’re not too tired, we could then go to…

If it’s sunny we could…

If it isn’t too hot, they might enjoy going for a walk / stroll in the … area / neighbo(u)rhood.

... is lovely / ... is great fun / … delicious

Sorry, can you say that again? I didn’t hear.

Sorry, I missed that. What did you say?

I’m not sure about that. 

I think so. / I don’t think so.

I see. / I understand. / Yes, I agree.

Oh, I love that. / Sure! Yes! / Ugh, I hate that.

Then we could get back home for a shower and a siesta / to relax a bit.

Explain. Language & Culture
Plaza Mayor – the Main Square

Sol – Sol Squire, where the kilometre zero is, where we have the uvas, the grapes, on the 31st of December at midnight, where 15M, our Occupy movement was born

Atocha – a train station, a meeting point also for demos.

Gazpacho – a cold vegetable soup, with tomatoes

Spanish omelette – a potato omelette, really yummy / delicious

Cocido – a kind of chick-pea stew, with vegetables and a kind of cured red sausage.

Sangría – an alcoholic drink made with red wine and fruits, and sugar and cinnamon. It makes you very tipsy, because it’s sweet and you like it and then you drink lots! / a lot!

Tapas – snacks we have when we socialize and drink beer or wine.

Cañas – a little beer is a caña, and we have a few!

Pipas and comer pipas – roasted sunflower seeds. We have them when we’re out in parks, hanging out with friends. You need to crack them and then let the seed drop in your mouth. 

Castañuelas – castanets. A percussion instrument used by flamenco dancers.

Botijo – a clay container for water that keeps it really fresh!

Asamblea – a street assembly where people discuss political issues so that we can find answers to our problems.

CSO or okupa – a squat. In Spain they’re cultural centres not housing squats. La Tabacalera in Lavapiés is a must! Full of talks and events! Eskalera Karakola used to be a women’s squat, but they were granted some premises in calle Embajadores and now they’re a women’s centre.
Polvorones, Chocolate con churros and when we have it
Embutidos: jamón serrano (Spanish cured ham), chorizo, salchichón

Callos, caracoles, pulpo
Las uvas and when we have them

Spanish bread: bocata calamares = battered squid rings in Spanish bread
15M

persianas, lejía

bullfighting and other rituals where animals get tortured

Spanish things that make great presents

Olive oil, even the small bottles. It’s precious!

Wine!

Olives! 
Pipas Facundo las mejores del mundo – it’s a rhyme with a brand: Facundo seeds, the best in the world

Spanish shoes (more expensive, though)

The typical postcard with a flamenco dancer with her dress made with bits of cloth or fabric. It’s tacky but fun! When “son puntadas cosidas” they’re called “embroidered postcards, with female flamenco dancers”
Castañuelas

Guitarra (española)
Socializing in Spain (+food and drink), and Culture in Spain are two must’s!


Music: Paco de Lucía, Bebe, La Shica, Buika, Raimundo Amador, Kiko Veneno, Martirio, Luz Casal, Marlango, Rodrigo (El concierto de Aranjuez), Mompou, Camarón, El lebrijano, Tomatito, guitarra española clásica: Falla, Tarrega, Turina, Granados, Albéniz 

Spanish movies: Iziar Bollaín, Isabel Coixet, Almodóvar, Julio Medem
Spanish poetry translated into English: Lorca, Antonio Machado, Miguel Hernández

Spanish books: Don Quixote!

Postcards and prints by Spanish artists

Books on Spanish artists: Maruja Mallo y la vanguardia española, by a US American writer, both in English & Spanish! Picasso. Barceló. The book of etchings by Goya sold at the Fundación Juan March (unexpensive)

