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Analyzing/Analysing Articles
By MF (2017)
Newspaper articles. Opinion article, argumentative article?
Kind of article: leader
Title: How to save Spain (catchy)
> Titles of articles do not capitalize, like those of books and magazines
Lead: Catalonia is on the brink of declaring Independence, but it is not too late to step back from calamity

Opening sentence: When a democracy sends riot police to beat old ladies over the head with batons and stop them voting, something has gone backly wrong. (brilliant beginning to engage the reader!)
Topic sentences for paragraphs:

If Mr Rajoy thought… created … strike/outrage

Secession… Spain, Catalans, Europe… prevent crisis = seek constitutional settlement vs Spain digging in, Catalonia declare Independence

Spain has historical fear … Background: 1978 Constitution

A well-run democracy … What makes it a democracy: rule of law – acknowledgement as nations “when empires collapse” subnational (¿?)– Soviet Union Case & EU – Spain?
For all these reasons the Catalan leader, Carles Puigdemont… actions – polls before the referéndum – votes to leave – no explanations

But that is not the end of the story. Democracy rests… What makes it a democracy: the consent of the governed – the case for nationhood

Whatever the legality of separatism, … National gov - What to do: crush it, bow to it, negotiate in good faith, knowing…

Mr Rajoy has failed to grasp the nature of this choice. Crossed lines. Constitutions exist to serve citizens. (Legality vs legitimacy)
Will Mr Puigdemont declare Independence? Answer: if he does, Mr Rajoy should resist tempation of arresting leaders and suspending regional rule. (transition: brings us back to the 3 scenarios: crush, bow, negociate)
Only a negotiation can restore calm … Catalans can be won over with … Rajoy could even consider a federal state.

Any settlement, though must include the option of a referendum on Independence. (transition: this leads us to ending, case of referendum elsewhere)
Closing paragraph (Own experience! :D ) : Britain, Scotland – unity should be won by force of arguments, not by force alone.
Retelling. With these notes I made to work out what the article is about, how it develops its points, I’m ready to work out an outline that would allow me to re-tell what the article is about. 

Some further work would be listing reasons for each of the two sides in two columns. I don’t like this much because my approach to analysing social issue is more like a mind map, not like two columns, meaning, a world of interconnections.
Own Opinions. Then, I would consider the points in the article in relation to my own opinion on the matter. For instance, I miss information on the crucial point of why the 1978 Constitution included article 155. And I would include that point comparing it to the very different article 30 in the Universal Human Rights Declaration, which would bring into the arena of analysis more information on “Constitutions”, that could help ease tensions and lead to negotiations.
