talkingpeople.net


USEFUL LANGUAGE FOR PERSUASION

Trying to persuade, sounding convincing
· Personally, I have found [this concept] to work really well / be true.”

· I can tell you from experience that [this product] is of excellent quality.

· I have dealt with many people over the years, and never once have I heard them say that [what you are suggesting/saying] is best for them.”

· Are you sure you ought to make that complaint?

· You really should invite your (someone), you know.

· That’s quite a good idea, you know.

· She’s an excellent colleague, actually.

· Don’t be silly, it’s not that expensive. (tan)

· Don’t forget that they're our friends.

· What about your friends? / What about inviting a guest speaker?

· What about the time and energy you’ve already invested, then?

· Don’t you think you should do something for your peers?

· I could do with your support, you know.

· I can assure you of my full support.

· I can guarantee…

· I tell you, it’s a fact / true / it's certain.

· I am absolutely certain.

· I saw him just now, really.

· I saw it with my own eyes.

· I saw it myself.

· It’s quite true.

· It must be true. (deduction)

· It’s here in black and white.

· It’s crystal clear…

· Yes, really. It’s quite true. / He's right.

· Don’t you feel that he could have been mistaken?

· You see, the training there is excellent.

· But can’t you see that she’s interested in the idea?

· we’re running out of time?

· That’s all I know, honestly.

· But you must admit that he did all he could.

· But surely you must agree that this is an extraordinary case.

· It'll be OK, I can assure you. Take my word
· Isn’t it possible that he doesn’t know anything about it?

· Honestly, ...

· But don’t you agree that that would be/mean...?

· This is the best quality we can get – there’s no doubt about it.
· This is not a matter of opinion.  I am saying this because it is a fact.

· There is evidence about it, you know.

· [That plan] will not work if we don't address this (problem) first.

· The figures tell the story.  [This product] is the highest rated option available.
· [That case] might have had a positive outcome, but that’s only because … / in this case there is no / there are no...

· Actually, we can do without (sb or sth) because...

· That will lead to undesirable consequences for everyone.  We could/can solve this by simply (-ing) in the first place.

· That is sure to make people feel happy/uncomfortable!

· We really need to consider the whole picture.

Insisting on doing or not doing something
· I insist on us inviting a guest speaker / I insist on organizing a plenary discussion on...

· I insist we do it. I would feel terrible otherwise. / Otherwise, I don't believe things will work out for us all.

· I’m afraid we’ll have to do it.

· I need to know when (you’ll do it).

· I don’t mind waiting. It’s very important.
· I won’t leave until you give me a full refund.

· I’m not leaving until I speak to the person in charge. I’m sorry. I can’t accept that.

· You really must stop this!

· Please, hand in your work by March 21 – I insist.

· We’ll have to finish it by tomorrow.

· You must stay for dinner. Please! (positive, emphatic invitation/recommendation)

· You must stay for lunch, I insist.

· Do stay for tea.

· Let’s just leave. Please!
· Please, do listen to what I'm saying.

· It’s essential that you meet him.

· If you can’t help me, I’d like to see your boss.

