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Organizing your Note-book

for Becoming an Independent Communicative Life-long Learner!
By YT


Your note-book is a crucial resource, which should reflect your learning processes and your resources. Here are some helpful ideas to organize your notebook for our communicative approach and methods.

Sections

· Notes (taken in class – to use later to make a clean copy of their content, including it in whichever sections)

· Exercises (classwork, and from textbook, this will include Dictations we will take in class)

· List of Mistakes, LoM (from your oral and written work; taken in class, as you go, or copied from my corrections of your written work)

· Oral Texts (incl. List of oral texts and notes on their Structure and Useful Language, Phonetics)

· Communicative Strategies (incl. Useful language for different situations)

· Written Texts  (incl. List of written texts, and notes on Structure and Useful Language)

· Language Awareness (work on vocabulary and functional grammar)

· List of techniques (incl. their description or a note saying where their description can be found). 

Production Strategies: Before, during and after. Brainstorming (on ideas and language), Outline, Organizing structure, Selecting language, Proofreading. Listen & Repeat for fluency and correction. Learning by heart for fluency and correction.

Comprehension Techniques: Identifying topic, Skimming and scanning, Making a summary, skeleton of meaning…

Organizational: organizing your notebook, designing your learning plans, developing a rhythm/routines…

· List of resources (in case you want to have them listed!)
· Teamwork (to keep a record of what you agree on, and the drafts of what you are doing plus then the outcome of your work)

Some Tips

· Work hard in finding ways to fit English into your daily life (personal interests).

· Before coming to class, have a look at what we are going to do that day.

· After the lessons, look through your notes, to check if you understood what you jotted down – if not, you can ask in class on our following lesson.

· Always date and describe what you are going to do in your notebook.

· Practice studying while your read aloud the texts you are working with.

· Make a clean copy of your notes in class, comparing what you jotted down with your notes and textbook, to check it is right, and expanding that info with whichever material (from textbook, from copies), as soon as possible. The more time you use the same language in various ways, the more likely you are to learn it.

· Recycle your audios: after we do the listening activities in your textbook in class, listen again to those audios, practicing L&R and memorizing chunks of language. You can also use audios from former years. Keep a record of your listening activities.

· Listening, Listening and repeat and Reading aloud should be part of your daily routine. Do this while you browse your notes or the textbook, work on your exercises, enjoy your audios and audiovisuals, check out the website.

· Remember to time yourself when you are practicing the Reading and Listening comprehension techniques, your Writing strategies and your Monologues. Compare your marks as time goes by and you’ll notice your progress.

· List-making and just reading through your notes or textbook is very useful to know where you are.

· If you miss a lesson, check with your classmates what we did in class, and/or the website.
